Jaw osteonecrosis associated with aflibercept, irinotecan and fluorouracil: attention to oral district.
The antiangiogenic monoclonal antibody aflibercept in association with fluorouracil and irinotecan improves the survival of patients with metastatic colorectal cancer (mCRC) treated previously with oxaliplatin-based therapy. Multiple reports raised the hypothesis that the concomitant use of antiresorptive drugs and antiangiogenic drugs may increase the risk of osteonecrosis of the jaw (ONJ). Some reports have been published regarding cases of ONJ during treatment with bevacizumab for mCRC. Here we describe the first reported case of ONJ occurring in a 64-year-old woman with untreated periodontitis and episodic previous pyorrhea occurring during treatment with aflibercept plus FOLFIRI during the expanded-access program. This case report warrants further investigation into the potential association between the use of anti-VEGF agents and ONJ. Given the serious nature of ONJ, we recommend that particular attention be paid to the oral district prior to treating patients and during treatment with chemotherapy and targeted agents, especially anti-VEGF agents. Such measures could also be useful in reducing the incidence of stomatitis.